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Auberge Saint-Antoine, 
the superlative bou-

tique hotel in Quebec City, is 
more than well designed. It is 
beautifully curated.  

It is also more than a sim-
ple auberge. It is a 95-room 
Relais & Châteaux, a group 
of  the world’s finest 500 or 
so independent, unique ho-
tels. Saint-Antoine has haute 
gastronomy, lustrous decor, 
magnificent harbour views 
and a personal style that re-
flects the owners, Martha 
Bate-Price and her grown 
children, Evan, Lucy and 
Llewellyn. 

The distinctive, artful 
feature of  Auberge Saint-
Antoine is that it was built 
on a major archeological 
site and it has incorporated 
into its bold, modern design 
a museum-quality display 
of  artifacts from the 1600s to 
the 1800s. Such relics as glass 
goblets and bone-handled 
utensils tell of  life during the 
French and British colonial 
regimes.  

You’ll feel the history 
everywhere, even in these 
stylish, contemporary sur-
roundings. A cannon peeks 
out in the Café-Bar Artefact, 
where live jazz shakes up 
Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day nights. At Le Gym, you 
can have a Japanese massage 
in a centuries-old, restored 
warehouse of  Quebec’s Old 
Port. In Panache, the dining 
is formal, but with vintage 
industrial accents of  rusty 
pulleys and heavy wooden 
beams.   

Upstairs, life is luxe. The 
guest rooms and suites are 
models of  sophisticated 
understatement. Through 
her own interior design com-
pany, Bate-Price, aka Muffy, 
handled the decor with a pal-
ette of  50 shades of  grey and 
sensual textures from matte 
to glossy. Lighting changes 
the mood and the look ever 
so slightly, playing on pewter 
silk drapes, platinum velvet 
sofas and Bergères chairs 
lacquered in silver. The mir-
rored bedside tables are crys-
talline contrasts to the rough 
stone walls.  

It’s not all flash. There’s 
function, too, in the sound 
systems, pod coffee machines, 
mini-bars, spacious closets, 
and especially the double-
vanity bathrooms with their 

indulgent heated floors, 
soaking tubs and swish glass 
showers. 

What I particularly like 
about Auberge-Saint-Antoine 
is that it is a serious hotel, but 
it doesn’t take itself  too ser-
iously. There are whimsical 
touches in the design, such 
as bright red graphics in the 
corridors, a moose on a throw 
pillow and sculpted sparrows 
alighting on the wrought-iron 
chandeliers.

The staff  members — con-
cierge, front desk and din-
ing room — are friendly and 
genuinely interested in the 
guests. There’s no snobbery 
here. 

The hotel has a weekly 
Wednesday cocktail recep-
tion. It’s a simple gabfest with 
wine and canapés, often an-
chored by at least one Price 
family member. You’ll also 
probably meet Auberge Saint-
Antoine’s suave general man-
ager, Jean-Louis Souman, the 
accomplished hotelier who 
used to run Le Bristol, one of  
Paris’s illustrious “palace” 
hotels.

I chatted with some vis-
itors from afar, curious as to 
how they had lucked into this 
hotel. 

Merilyn and Paul Heslop 
from Australia picked Au-
berge Saint-Antoine because 
of  its Relais & Châteaux af-
filiation. 

“The Relais are always lux-
urious and intimate, with 
great food,” Merilyn Heslop 
said. “And the concierge has 
been fantastic … we have 
taken the ferry, a walking 
tour and visited gourmet food 
shops.”

Justin and Joelle LeBlanc 
from North Carolina discov-
ered Auberge Saint-Antoine 
on all-powerful Trip Advisor, 
where the hotel is ranked  
No. 1 of  97 Quebec City estab-
lishments. “We like the bou-
tique size and the new type of  
luxury,” Joelle LeBlanc said.

The people have spoken. 
But the arbiters of  tourism 
have their say as well. The 
hotel has been ranked among 
the top in Canada for several 
consecutive years by both 

Travel + Leisure and Condé 
Nast Traveler magazines. 

Food is a key component of  
any hotel’s top-drawer status 
and Saint-Antoine’s cuisine 
is in the hands of  a young 
star, 25-year-old chef  Louis 
Pacquelin. He’s from France, 
ex of  Alain Ducasse’s culin-
ary empire and the Michelin-
starred Hôtel Plaza Athénée. 
Pacquelin presides over 
Saint-Antoine’s gastronomic 
Panache Restaurant, where 
he uses the finest regional 
beef, lamb, pork and fish to 
create French-Quebec cui-
sine with a twist. 

Lunch and dinner at Pa-

nache are epicurean ad-
ventures, but there is an 
extra perk next month. If  
you partake in the Mother’s 
Day brunch on May 11 at Pa-
nache, Mom will be entered 
in a draw for a $1,000 strand 
of  pearls offered by Maison 
Birks. The gourmet treats 
include smoked salmon and 
blinis with poached quail 
eggs and lobster with toma-
toes, basil and poached eggs.

Auberge Saint-Antoine 
also is taking its gourmandis-
es to the people with its three 
summertime outdoor bis-
tros. Panache Mobile 1 will 
open next month in a vine-

yard on quaint Île d’Orléans 
facing Montmorency Falls. 
Panache Mobile 2 and Café de 
la Promenade operate on the 
Promenade Samuel de Cham-
plain, a delightful linear park 
overlooking the St. Lawrence 
River. It’s all about splendid 
settings and such gourmet 
comfort food as the signature 
“guédille au homard,” a Qué-
bécois cousin of  New Eng-
land’s lobster roll. 

Running a prestigious 
Relais & Châteaux is not 
the first time that the Price 
family has made its mark in 
Quebec.  

Circa 1810, William Price 
left Great Britain for Quebec 
City and eventually entered 
the lumber business to sup-
ply the admiralty with lum-
ber during a blockade by 
Napoleon I. Within 30 years, 
Price had relocated north 
to timber-rich territory and 
became known as “le père du 
Saguenay” for the remark-
able industrial development 
that he fostered. The forestry 
empire of  Price Brothers & 
Co. expanded into paper mills 
and hydro-electricity and 
merged in the 1970s with Abi-
tibi Paper Co. to become Abi-
tibi-Price, which in the 1990s 
became Abitibi-Consolidat-
ed, the world’s largest news-
print producer, at the time.  

Today, the Prices believe 
that small is beautiful, too. 
Evan and Lucy have opened 
Le Chic Shack, near the top 

of  the Funiculaire du Vieux-
Québec. The trendy diner fea-
tures poutine à la coq au vin, 
zingy raspberry sodas, maple-
caramel milkshakes and de-
signer burgers with cheddar 
or crème fraîche. Chalk up an-
other Price family landmark, 
with Quebec flavour.

Rochelle@rochellelash.com 
Twitter: rochellelash

The writer was a guest of the 
hotel, which did not review 
or approve the story.
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A Dutch plate from the 1700s is one of the archeological 
treasures on display at Auberge Saint-Antoine.

�Auberge Saint-Antoine

The Auberge Saint-Antoine, a 95-room Relais & Châteaux in Quebec City, is one of Canada’s top hotels.  

 ❚ iF YOU GO
Auberge Saint-Antoine: 
888- 692-2211, www.
saint-antoine.com; 8 Saint-
Antoine St., Quebec City. 
Pet-friendly, $35 a day. 

Price: rooms, $189-$369, 
for two; and suites, $499-
$1,200, including Internet, 
jazz on Thurs-Fri-Sat.,  
8 p.m.-11 p.m. Prices higher 
May-Oct. Extras: valet park-
ing, massages.

Panache: breakfast, lunch 
and dinner daily; Mother’s 
Day brunch, $52 p.p. 
Panache Mobiles, June-
Sept.

Le Chic Shack: 418-692-
1485, www.chicshack.ca;  
15 rue du Fort; Sun.-Wed.,  
11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Thurs.-
Sat., 11 a.m. – 9 p.m.

Quebec City: 877-783-
1608, www.quebecregion.
com.

History can be found everywhere  
in stylish, contemporary surroundings
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WHERE STAYTO
FRANKLYN D. RESORT AND SPA
All Suites, All-Inclusive, Family Beach Resort. World Class
Nannies assigned to every family on check-in. Terrific Kids
Program, Nightly Entertainment and Free Wi-fi. Save 40%
OFF-Call-1-800-654-1337 or visit www.fdrholidays.com

INTERNATIONAL

NEW HAMPSHIRE
WHITE MOUNTAINS • NORTH CONWAY
Enjoy the comforts of our secluded “country elegant”
boutique hotel with panoramic mountain views, cozy
fireplaced Library Lounge, renowned international dining.
Some guest rooms with fireplaces and/or Jacuzzi. Spring
skiing, hiking & tax-free outlet shopping nearby. From
$78ppdo(US) includes Full Breakfast & Dinner (off regular
full menu). Photos, amenities & menu online.
603-421-6146 www.StonehurstManor.com

VERMONT

NEW JERSEY

VERMONT

VERMONT

Exit 13 off I-89, left on rt. 7 for 1.5 miles, same entrance
as Holiday Inn Express.

GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL
Experience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont Country
Inn Escape to beautiful Burlington, Vermont starting at
$119/night weekdays Luxurious One-Bedroom Suite
Includes Vermont-style Hot Breakfast served each
morning Includes Manager’s Social with Beer, Wine
and Dinner (Mon-Thurs evenings) Heated Indoor Pool/
Jacuzzi & Exercise facility Walking distance to University
Mall and close to Lake Champlain and the Church Street
Marketplace. Promotional rate may not be available during
select periods. Contact hotel for more information
Toll-free reservations 866.337.1616

QUALITY INN
Special Rate for 2 night hotel stay for $149.99 USD or 1
night for $79.99 plus Tax. Park & Fly rate which includes 1
night stay with round trip transportation to BTV airport and
up to 21 days parking for $139.00 plus Tax. Rates based
on double occupancy. Additional charge $10/person/night.
Pet charge $20/pet/night. These rates also include Full Hot
Breakfast, Indoor Heated Pool, Hot Tub, Sauna, Fitness
center, Free wireless Internet and a Business center.
Directions: I-89, Exit-13. Rates based on availability. Not
valid on busy weekends. This promotion is available till
04/30/2014. Call 802-985-8037 or Toll Free: 855-547-2524
for reservation.

TRAVELODGE
Close to downtown Burlington shopping malls and
outlets. Enjoy a Free Full Hot Breakfast, High speed
wireless internet and pets welcome. Special rates for
2 nights $129.00 USD or 1 night for $69.99 USD Plus Tax.

SMART SUITES
Spring/Summer Special. Come and enjoy our hospitality
in either a studio efficiency at US $72.95 or a more
spacious one bedroom suite at US $82.95/ night, including
a deluxe continental breakfast and free WIFI. Call toll free
877.862.6800 and mention the Gazette special. Not valid
with other discounts and subject to availability. Effective
05/02/13. 1700 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington, Vt. Take

Additional $10 USD per person/night. Pet Charge $10/pet/
night. Rates based on availability and not valid on busy
weekends. Promotion valid till 04/30/2014.
Call 802-862-6421 for reservations.

DAYS INN SHELBURNE
Our special winter rates are $135 for 2 nights or $69 for 1
night double or single occupancy. Newly remodeled rooms
or suites available until 4/30/14. Call directly to book this
special offer to our Canadian patrons. These rates include
free wireless, deluxe continental breakfast and free use
of Shelburne health and fitness club. There are a limited
number of rooms available at this rate. Take 189 to exit 13
and make a left. We are 3 miles down on the left. Close to
restaurants, shops and museums. Call 802-985-3334 or
email dianna@daysinnshelburne.com

KEY MOTEL/WILDWOOD
Large rooms with kitchenettes. Close to beach, boardwalk,
& amusement parks. Inground pool BBQ. July and August
special: 5 nights Sun-Fri $399.00 efficiency, 5 nights Sun-
Fri $549.00 1 bdrm suite, 7 night special, Sat -Sat $599.00
efficiency $749.00 1 bdrm suite. 609-522-8142
www.keymotel.net

ISLAND BREEZE MOTEL/NORTH
WILDWOOD
Directly in front of Morey’s Surfside Pier and Oasis
Waterpark, all standard rooms, newly remodeled, in
ground pool & kiddie pool, BBQ, free WIFI, complimentary
poolside pizza weekly, Unbeatable location at an affordable
price! 5 night SPECIAL Sun-Fri $549.00+ tax, 7 night
SPECIAL $799.00+ tax (sat-sat,sun-sun) 609-522-2700
islandbreezemotel.net

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL – NEW YORK CITY
Singles USD $134. Doubles USD $139. Suites USD $149.-
$169. Lincoln Center area. Hudson River views, 18 floors,
kitchenette, 5 minutes to midtown. Safe, quiet luxury area.
Riverside Drive & 80th Street. For more info, call
800-724-3136 or visit www.riversidetowerhotel.com
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